2017 Historic Preservation Awards

Church Farm

On Saturday, October 14, the Township recognized Church Farm School for
100 years of outstanding efforts to preserve the original architecture and
agrarian landscape of the campus envisioned by its founder in 1918.
School
Supervisor Bud Turner highlighted the significant contributions the school has
made to the community over the years and presented the framed Historic Preservation Award certificate.
The renowned School choir treated the audience to a hymn, and Head of School Reverend Ned Sherrill and
Cyrus Guo, a student of the 2018 class, both spoke on behalf of this historic school. State Representative
Duane Milne presented a state flag and a certificate from the Pennsylvania House officially recognizing
Church Farm School’s accomplishments over the years.
Historical Commission Member Janice Earley emphasized the importance of historic preservation, and
Member Bobbie Eckman presented a video highlighting the architectural features of the buildings and the
significance of the landscape. Township Manager Mimi Gleason and Historical Commission Members Frank
King and Jon Martin also attended the celebration.

The picturesque Church Farm School was officially founded in 1918, with this aerial photograph of dating back to the 1920s. One
can almost visualize a bi-plane overhead, the pilot, with helmet and goggles, the passenger hanging out of the cockpit, shooting
pictures of the campus.

On Monday, November 13, the Board of Supervisors and the Historical Commission honored
two other historically significant properties in the Township.

Fairview
Built in 1877, Fairview is the former home of
Charles Thomas, a descendent of the original
Thomas family that acquired the land upon which
West Whiteland is located. Over the years the
mansion had been extensively renovated for a
variety of multi-resident uses. Downingtown
resident Pete Staz, an urban developer and partner
in Core Development, acquired the estate and
turned his attention to the rehabilitation of the
stone mansion at 225 N. Whitford Road. While
maintaining as many of the original features as
possible, Mr. Staz rehabilitated the old mansion
into a number of upscale residential apartment
units, revitalizing the property and putting it on a
path to many more years of gracious living
accommodations. The Township greatly appreciates the outstanding example of historic rehabilitation
performed by Mr. Staz.

Whitford Hall
Colonel Richard Thomas built Whitford Hall for
his son in 1796. The stone house was erected
on the north side of the (then) newly opened
Lancaster Pike. It now lies in a commercial
area within the Whiteland Towne Center and is
occupied by Gloss Salon.
Adam Sahagian, owner of the salon, loves the
historic character of the old house. He
persuaded the owner of the property,
Whiteland Investors, L.P., utilizing much of his
own funds, to make accommodations and
improvements to respectfully restore the structure to near original condition. The resulting blend of
modernity and antiquity make a striking visual impact. The Historical Commission recognized Mr. Sahagian
and Whiteland Investors, L.P. with a plaque for outstanding restoration.

