2019 Historic Preservation Awards Ceremony
The West Whiteland Board of Supervisors and Historical Commission Members are pleased to recognize
recipients of the 2019 Historic Preservation Awards. Awards were presented, and property owners
recognized for their efforts at the ceremony on November 14th at the West Whiteland Township Building.

Ivy Cottage, circa 1799, is being recognized for exceptional preservation efforts. Ivy Cottage was
constructed by Colonel Richard Thomas and occupies a prominent position on the north side of Route 30,
formerly the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike. Ivy Cottage went through extensive Queen Anne
alterations in the 1880s but has experienced little change since then and has been carefully maintained by
its owners. It is suggested that the house was built as a summer home for maiden Thomas sisters. The
property eventually descended to Sara R. Bull who summered at the cottage and eventually took on the
renovation. In her 1897 obituary she was hailed as a “venerable philanthropist and to the family Chester
County Hospital owes the two new handsome wings.”

The Ivy Cottage, which is a Class I: National Register Eligible Historic Resource, was recently adaptively
reused into two separate residential rental units as part of the Keva Flats Apartments, with the
accompanying barn restored as the maintenance facility for the complex.

Colebrook Manor is a farm complex of mid-19th century origin consisting of a house, barn, kennels,
and associated outbuildings. Surrounded by large trees, including a noteworthy Linden, the
farmstead has retained remarkable integrity of its setting and design. Richard I. Downing acquired
the tract of land from John Roberts in 1842. In 1914, 226 acres of the farm were sold to Wikoff
Smith, an avid hunter and Bryn Mawr resident. He successfully revived the Whitelands Hunt and
kept the hounds and hunting horses at Colebrook Manor.

Colebrook Manor is listed on the National Register as a Class I Historic Resource and is one of the
last intact farm complexes located along Lancaster Turnpike (Business Route 30) which is still in
use today as an animal hospital and agricultural use.

Grove United Methodist Church is the oldest Methodist congregation in Chester County. It was
originally known as the Valley and then the Goshen Meeting and finally the Grove Church, the
congregation was formed in 1773. Its most prominent member was George Hoffman, who has been
called Chester County’s first Methodist. Assembling in various members’ homes and then a log
school house, the congregation erected their first meeting house in 1783 on land provided by
George and Elizabeth Hoffman. By 1888, the building outlived its usefulness and the current church
was constructed.

The Grove Methodist Church is listed as a National Registered Class I Historic Resource and remains
as one of the focal points of the Grove Historic District with its well-preserved architectural
features. The Church stands as the Township’s only remaining example of a 19th century hamlet for
the community’s religious, cultural and social life.

