West Whiteland Township
Historical Commission Agenda
January 14, 2019
7:00 PM

Business Meeting

I.

Call to Order

II.

Reorganization

III.

Public Comment

IV.

Old Business
A. Applicant:
Address:
Historic Site:
Request:

V.

Lochiel Farm
740 Livingston Ln.
Sites 341 & 339, Class I (Lochiel Farm Main House and
Tenant House)
The construction 140 Townhomes and adaptive reuse of two
historic structures into single-family residential units.

New Business
B. Applicant:
Address:
Historic Site:
Request:

299 Newport Place Residential Solar Permit Application
299 Newport Place
Site 229b Class I, Colebrook Farm Tenant House
Installation of 29 panel solar array on the south facing roof
on the middle unit.

VI.

Approval of Minutes for December 10, 2018

VII.

Historical Commission Concerns
A.

B.
VIII.

Township update – Justin Smiley
- Solitude Farm/Jacobs Homestead
- Certified Local Government Discussion
- VPP Grant: History of West Whiteland update
- Commission Vacancies
Update on consideration of clarifications for HC Ordinances – Matthew
Morley

Adjournment

Next Meeting: February 11, 2019

West Chester Office
535 N. Church Street, West Chester, PA 19380
P: 610.436.9000 | F: 610.436.8468
commonwealthheritagegroup.com

January 10, 2019
WC-382
To:

Mr. John Weller, AICP

From:

Philip Yocum, RA, LEED AP
Preservation Architect
Commonwealth Heritage Group

Re:

Final Land Development Application (First Review)
Lochiel Farm Townhouse Development
740 N. Ship Road
Exton PA., 19341

Dear Mr. Weller,
Bentley Homes has submitted a Final Land Development Application for the construction of 140 new
residential townhouses on the former Lochiel Farm located at 740 N. Ship Road within West Whiteland
Township’s R-1 Residential zoning district. Lochiel Farm is a 32.36 acre property most recently occupied by
Church Farm School, but abandoned for several years.
In accordance with the West Whiteland Township Zoning Ordinance, Article XVI: Historic Preservation,
Commonwealth Heritage Group (hereinafter Commonwealth) has reviewed the proposed undertaking for
potential impacts on the Township’s designated historic resources. Commonwealth previously reviewed the
Land Development Application (First Review) for the Lochiel Farm project, as documented in our review letter
of May 8, 2018. For this current review we utilized the following drawings submitted with this Final Land
Development Application;
Preliminary Land Development Plan of Lochiel Farm (sheets 01 – 35):
C01.1 thru C01.7 – Overall Plan, Regulatory and Phasing Documents (12/12/18)
C02.1, C02.2 and C02.3 – Existing Conditions Plans (12/12/18)
C03.1 thru C03.9 – Overall Grading & Utilities Plans and Details (12/12/18)
C04.1 thru C04.5 – Erosion Control Plans and Details (12/12/18)
C05.1 thru C05.3 – Profiles (12/12/18)
C06.1 and C06.3 – Construction Details (12/12/18)
C07.1 thru C07.5 – Tree Survey, Landscape Plan, Details and Open Space Plan (12/12/18)
The Final Land Development Application documents were prepared by DL Howell & Associates, Inc. of West
Chester, Pennsylvania. The Landscaping documents (C07.1 thru C07.5) were prepared in conjunction with
Orsatti & Stuart Associates, Inc., of King of Prussia, Pennsylvania.
The Final Land Development Application documents include general information regarding the proposed use
of the Historic Resources, but do not include detailed information on their proposed treatment. No architectural
plans, building elevations or renderings of the proposed new townhouses were provided for Commonwealth’s

OTHER LOCATIONS Jackson, MI 517.788.3550 Ann Arbor, MI 517.262.3376 Milwaukee, WI 414.446.4121 Tarboro, NC 252.641.1444
Ogden, UT 801.394.0013 Alexandria, VA 703.354. 9737 Charlottesville, VA 434.979.1617 Littleton, MA 978.793.2579

Mr. John Weller, AICP
January 9, 2019
Page 2
review. Therefore, other than overall site arrangement and building footprint, this review cannot fully comment
on the impact the final architectural design may have on the historic resources.
Please Note: The Final Land Development documents in this submission have not been revised with regard to
the Historic Resources since the previous Land Development submission. Therefore Commonwealth’s review
commentary, analysis and recommendations presented in our review letter of May 8, 2018 are unchanged. That
commentary is again presented herein for information purposes, and our additional comments are presented at
the conclusion of this letter.
Historic Resources Impacted by the Proposed Project
In accordance with Section 325-92.A of the Township Zoning Ordinance, Class I, II, or III historic resources
located within the boundary of a proposed project site or within 300-feet of the boundary of a proposed project
site shall be reviewed for potential adverse affect. Commonwealth’s review of the submission has determined
that the following designated historic resources are impacted by the proposed Lochiel Farm Townhouse
Development:
Historic Resources within the proposed Project Site - Three structures on the Lochiel Farm property are
listed on the township inventory of Historic Sites:


Site #341 – Lochiel Farm (Main House), 111 N. Ship Road, c. 1814
- Class I Historic Resource, Listed on the National Register



Site #339 – Tenant House for Lochiel Farm, 115 N. Ship Road,
- Class II Historic Resource



Site #340 – Tenant House/ former harness shop, tack room for Lochiel Farm, 113 N. Ship Road,
- Class III Historic Resource

Adjacent Historic Resources within 300 feet of the proposed Project Site - Three historic resources lie
within
Site
#313
–
Hickory
Hearth,
116
N.
Ship
Road,
- Class III historic 300 feet of the Lochiel Farm property:


Site #312 – First Ship School, 111 N. Ship Road, 1857-1867
- Class II Historic Resource



Site #338 – Evan Lewis House, 117 N. Ship Road, c. 1717
- Class I Historic Resource, Listed on the National Register

Commonwealth’s review is limited to the effect on the above mentioned historic resources. Commonwealth
conducted a field review at the sites of the historic resources listed above to evaluate the potential effect of the
proposed residential townhouses and related site work.
General Review of the Proposed Lochiel Farm Townhouse Development Project:
The proposed residential development at the historic Lochiel Farm involves construction of 140 new
townhouses on a 32.36 acre property that is roughly trapezoidal in shape. Vehicular access will be from the new
main entrance on Route 30 at the south side of the property. The existing driveway entrance to Livingston Lane
from North Ship Road will be closed. The new townhouses will be located in the eastern section of the property,
in a fairly dense configuration. The new townhouses will be arranged in connected groups of three, four, five,
and six units. Each townhouse unit is planned to have a ground floor garage and rear facing deck. The heavily
wooded western section of the property includes a riparian buffer with a stream along the southwestern property
boundary. The riparian buffer and stream border the SS Philip and James Church and School campus. The
southwestern riparian buffer is prohibited from development and will be retained as open space. The entire
western section of the property is shown as a passive neighborhood park with walking trails connected to the
existing Chester County Trail system that borders the north side of the property. Other than the indication of
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walkways and a possible roofed pavilion, specific information regarding site amenities is not included on the
submitted plans.
The existing historic resources on the property will be addressed in various ways. The stone Main House (Site
#341) is proposed to be retained and rehabilitated as a single family residence. The frame Tennant House (Site
# 339) is proposed to be relocated to a site northwest of the Main House, and rehabilitated as a single family
residence. The Tennant House/Tackroom (Site #340) is proposed to be demolished. Additionally, a garage
building adjacent to the Tennant House/Tackroom is also proposed to be demolished.
The two historic resources to be retained, the Main House and the Tenant House, will be clustered in a
semi-private setting west of the townhouse development. The historic homes will be approached via a single
driveway located at the northwest corner of the townhouse development. Each historic residence is provided
with a freestanding two-car garage in front of the historic structure. At their rear (west) sides, the historic homes
directly overlook the public parkland developed near the riparian buffer. At their front (east) sides, the historic
homes face a block of six townhouses. The townhouse block lies approximately 70 feet east of the existing Main
House and 150 feet east of the relocated Tenant House. The two historic homes are separated from the adjacent
townhouses by two rain garden detention basins. Currently no landscaping is provided to visually separate the
historic homes from the townhouses. The six townhouses closest to the historic homes do not have decks, but
only ground level patios.
The previous Conditional Use Application (March 2017) included the submission of The Lochiel Farm Historic
Resource Impact Study (HRIS), dated March 2017, prepared by RGA. The HRIS (Section 5.0) included
information on the property’s historic chain of ownership and the development of the farm’s existing historic
structures. The HRIS (Section 6.0) provided a physical description of the property’s historic structures that
thoroughly documents their existing condition. This information should be informative to the future
rehabilitation and treatment of the historic resources that are retained. The HRIS (Section 9.0) also described
the proposed residential development project and the treatment of the historic resources planned at that time
(March 28, 2017) and the potential impact on historic resources on the Lochiel Farm property, and resources
within 300 feet of the property boundary. The HRIS has not been updated to reflect modifications in the planned
treatment of the historic structures per the Land Development Submission.
Review of the Impact on Specific Historic Resources:
The Land Development Application does not include a detailed description of the proposed work at the historic
resources. Therefore Commonwealth referred to the description of work included in the previously submitted
HRIS. The HRIS included a thorough and accurate description of the existing historic resources; therefore
Commonwealth has not included a detailed description of the resources in this review. Our comments are
limited to the potential for adverse impact, and recommendations for treatment and/or mitigation.
The Main House – Site #341
Conclusion: The current drawings indicate the Main House will remain in its current location and be
rehabilitated as a single-family residence. This is a welcome deviation from the previous proposal to subdivide
the house into two condominium units. Maintaining the house as a single family residence should reduce the
required alterations to the house that could impact its historic character. The site plan creates a semi-private area
around the Main House in the northwest corner of the townhouse development. New townhouses will be located
within approximately 70-feet of the Main House, separated by a detention basin. No landscaping is currently
indicated to provide a visual buffer for the Main House. The previous HRIS mentions possible removal or
rebuilding of the existing frame additions at the Main House, and the potential for new additions. The current
plans indicate a freestanding two-car garage will be constructed east of the Main House. This is preferable to the
previously proposed garage addition.
Commonwealth concludes the proposed rehabilitation of the Main House is conceptually appropriate. No
detailed information is provided regarding the treatment of the existing structure, the design of any proposed
additions or the appearance of the new garage. These will need to be provided for final approval by the
Historical Commission.
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Recommendations:
1. Provide accurate detailed design drawings to the West Whiteland Township Historical Commission for
review and comment on historically sensitive design issues prior to final approval.
2. All work at the Main House should preserve the building’s significant architectural fabric to the
greatest extent possible. This should include the preservation of distinctive exterior features as well as
significant interior features such as the main staircase, fireplace surrounds, and woodwork.
3. New additions may be required to meet modern functional requirements, but additions should be
designed to respect and complement the existing historic structure.
4. Commonwealth concurs with the following recommendations previously proposed in the HRIS report;
a. Focus on historic preservation planning to preserve the setting for the historic structures.
b. Maximize privacy from the townhouses with landscaping.
c. Consider restrictive covenants on the building facades.
Tennant House – Site #339
Conclusion: The frame Tennant House is to be relocated to the northwest section of the townhouse
development, adjacent to the Main House. The historic homes will be grouped together in a semi-private area in
the neighborhood. The plan proposes to renovate the Tennant House as a single family home. The previous
HRIS mentions possible removal of an existing frame addition but no additional information is provided. The
current plans indicate a freestanding two-car garage will be constructed east of the Tennant House. This is
preferable to the previously proposed garage addition.
Commonwealth concludes that relocating the Tennant House for rehabilitation as a single family home is an
appropriate method to preserve the historic structure and facilitate construction of the new townhouses. No
detailed information is provided regarding the treatment of the existing structure, the design of any proposed
additions or the appearance of the new garage. These will need to be provided for final approval by the
Historical Commission.
Recommendations:
1. Provide accurate detailed design drawings to the West Whiteland Township Historical Commission for
review and comment on historically sensitive design issues prior to final approval.
2. All work at the Tennant House should preserve the building’s existing architectural fabric and
character. This includes the preservation of distinctive exterior features as well as significant interior
features such as the staircase, fireplace surrounds, and woodwork.
3. New additions may be required to meet modern functional requirements, but additions should be
designed to respect and complement the existing historic structure.
4. Commonwealth concurs with the following recommendations previously proposed in the HRIS report;
a. Focus on historic preservation planning to preserve the setting for the historic structures.
b. Maximize privacy from the townhouses with landscaping.
c. Consider restrictive covenants on the building facades.
Tennant House/Tackroom – Site #340
Conclusion: The Tennant House/Tackroom is listed as a Class III Historic Resource in the Township’s historic
inventory. The Lochiel Farm townhouse project proposes to demolish the structure, along with the unlisted
adjacent historic garage. The Tennant House/Tackroom is not considered to be a significant historic structure.
The garage incorporates a section of stone wall from an earlier outbuilding, but is primarily a twentieth century
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structure of undistinguished character. Commonwealth concludes demolishing these two buildings is
acceptable.
Recommendations:
1. The interior of the Tennant House/Tackroom should be photographed for future inclusion in the HRIS.
2. Architectural elements of the Tennant House/Tackroom and adjacent Garage should be made available
for salvage prior to demolition.
Listed Historic Resources within 300 Feet of the of the Proposed Project Site
Conclusion: The proposed Lochiel Farm residential townhouse development was reviewed for Adverse Impact
on the Township’s listed historic resources that are located within 300 feet of the property boundary. Those
resources include: First Ship School (Site # 312), Hickory Hearth (Site # 313), and the Evan Lewis House (Site
#338). The RGA HRIS also reviewed the impact on the SS Philip & James Rectory (Site # 343) which is within
500 feet of the project site. No Adverse Impact was found for any of the adjacent existing sites.
General Recommendations for the Lochiel Farm Development:
Commonwealth concurs with the following recommendations previously proposed in the HRIS report:
1. The design of the new townhouses should be compatible with the historic resources retained on the
property.
2. Consider using names related to the history of the Lewis/Lochiel Farm for street names within the
community: Lewis, Thomas, Lochiel, and Livingston.
3. Conduct Phase 2 archeology at the Samuel Lewis Farmhouse site ruin, as recommended by the CRGC
Survey (CRCG 2002:36, 50). The site is immediately west of the Tennant House. Per the RGA HRIS,
the CRCG report indicates the feature may be the site of a log and stone house, occupied by Samuel
Lewis in 1796. Archeology should be conducted by Registered Professional Archeologists.
4. Consider utilizing stone salvaged from various demolished or relocated structures on the site for use in
landscaping of public areas within the townhouse neighborhood.
5. Develop an interpretive information marker to explain the history of the Lewis/Lochiel Farm property
and its place in the history of West Whiteland Township. The marker should be placed in a public area
within view of the preserved historic Lochiel Farm homes.

Final Land Development Application Recommendations:
Commonwealth has reviewed the Final Land Development Application for Lochiel Farm. All of the comments
and recommendations provided above are still valid and in effect as our recommendations. However we want to
particularly emphasize the following recommendations regarding the treatment of the historic resources:
1. Additional landscaping should be provided to screen the Main House (Site #341) and the Tenant House
(Site #339) from the six new townhouses on the east side of the small detention basin. We suggest a mix
of evergreen and deciduous trees (6 to 8 total) along the east side of the entrance drive leading to the
historic homes.
2. Detailed design documents for the renovations to the Main House (Site #341) and the Tenant House
(Site #339) shall be submitted to the West Whiteland Township Historical Commission for final review
and comment prior to obtaining building permits.
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3. All work at the Main House (Site #341) and the Tenant House (Site #339) should preserve the
buildings’ existing architectural fabric and character. This includes the preservation of distinctive
exterior and interior features such as masonry, windows, doors, staircases, fireplace surrounds, and
woodwork.
4. In addition to the two new garage buildings, new additions may be required at either the Main House
(Site #341) or the Tenant House (Site #339) to meet modern functional requirements. The garages and
any new additions should be designed to respect and complement the existing historic structures and
shall be reviewed by the West Whiteland Township Historical Commission.
5. All renovation/rehabilitation work shall be in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation, and therefore consistent with the requirements outlined in the Section 325-90,
Standards for rehabilitation, of the West Whiteland Township Zoning Ordinance.
6. Conduct Phase 2 archeology at the Samuel Lewis Farmhouse site ruin, as recommended by the CRGC
Survey (CRCG 2002:36, 50). The site is immediately west of the Tennant House. Per the RGA HRIS,
the CRCG report indicates the feature may be the site of a log and stone house, occupied by Samuel
Lewis in 1796. Archeology should be conducted by Registered Professional Archeologists.
7. Develop an interpretive information marker to explain the history of the Lewis/Lochiel Farm property
and its place in the history of West Whiteland Township. The marker should be placed in a public area
within view of the preserved historic Lochiel Farm homes.
Should you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact this office.
Regards,

Philip Yocum, RA, LEED AP
Preservation Architect
cc:

Justin Smiley - WWT
Candice Myruski - CHG

West Chester Office
20 Hagerty Blvd, Suite3, West Chester, PA 19382
P: 610.436.9000 | F: 610.436.8468
commonwealthheritagegroup.com

January 4, 2019
WC-382

To:

Mr. John Weller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning, and
West Whiteland Township Historical Commission
222 North Pottstown Pike
Exton, PA 19341

From:

Philip Yocum, RA, LEED AP
Preservation Architect
Commonwealth Heritage Group

Re:

Building Permit Application
Solar Panels at Colebrook Barn in Evian
299 Newport Place
Exton PA., 19341

Dear Mr. Weller,
Building Permit Application documents have been submitted for construction of a solar panel array at the
historic Colebrook Barn, located at 299 Newport Place, within the Evian residential development. The Evian
development was created on the land of the former Colebrook farm in c. 1995 by the Hankin Group builders.
The project site is located within West Whiteland Township’s Residential (“R3”) zoning district.
In accordance with the West Whiteland Township Zoning Ordinance, Article XVI: Historic Preservation,
Commonwealth Heritage Group (hereinafter Commonwealth) has reviewed the proposed undertaking for
potential impacts to the Township’s designated historic resources. The current Land Development submission
review follows the previous Zoning Hearing Board application that was reviewed by Commonwealth as
documented in our review letter of November 27, 2018.
For this Building Permit review Commonwealth utilized the following Documents:


Building Permit Application Packet:
o Building Permit Application, October 9, 2018, pages 1 thru 5
o Structural Engineer’s Certification Letter from Tesla Energy, August 28, 2018, pages 1 and 2
o Tesla Energy Construction Drawings, August 1, 2018, pages 1 thru 5
o Tesla Energy Product Data Sheets, 8 total pages
o Site plan with tax parcels, October 12, 2018
o Existing conditions photographs, 8 total
o Photographic rendering illustrating the solar panels on the Colebrook Barn roof
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Historic Resources Impacted by the Proposed Project
In accordance with Section 325-92.A of the Township Zoning Ordinance, Class I, II, or III historic resources
listed on the West Whiteland Township inventory that are located within the boundary of a proposed project
site, or within 300-feet of the property boundary of a proposed project site shall be reviewed for potential
adverse effect. Commonwealth’s review has determined the following listed historic resources as potentially
affected by the proposed project:
Historic Resources located within the boundary of the proposed Project Site – Structures located on the
Colebrook Barn property that are listed on the township’s inventory of Historic Sites:
 Site #229a-thru-c – Colebrook Farm Barn, 601 West Lincoln Highway, English Style Barn, built 1798.
- Class I Historic Resource, Eligible for the National Register
Adjacent Historic Resources within 300 feet of the proposed Project Site – Structures located within 300 feet
of the Colebrook Barn property that are listed on the township’s inventory of Historic Sites:
 Site #229 – Colebrook Farm - Manor House, 601 West Lincoln Highway. Field tone, Georgian Style
manor house and farm complex built c. 1750 by John Spruce or Samuel Bond.
- Class I Historic Resource, Eligible for the National Register


Site #230 – Colebrook Farm – Tennant House, 603 West Lincoln Highway. Frame tenant house for
Colebrook Farm.
- Demolished Site or Ruin

Description of the Proposed Undertaking:
The proposed project is to install solar panels on the roof of the historic Colebrook Barn. Colebrook Barn was
originally constructed in 1798 as part of the eighteenth century Colebrook Farm. In the late 1990’s the barn was
renovated into three adjacent townhouse-type condominium units, all located within the historic barn structure.
The proposed project is to install 29 solar panels on the south facing roof of the central condominium in the
barn, 299 Newport Place. Solar panels will not be installed on the barn roof over the two adjacent condominium
units at either side of the central unit, 297 and 301 Newport Place.

Review of the Potential Effects on Historic Resources:
Commonwealth’s review is limited to the potential for effect on the above mentioned historic resources. Our
comments are limited to the potential for adverse effect, and recommendations for treatment and/or mitigation.
The solar panels on the Colebrook Barn primarily effect the view of the historic structure from the rear (south)
side. The rear side of the barn is not visible from the nearby Site#229, Colebrook Farm Manor House (current
Evian clubhouse), which is located northeast of the barn. Site#230, the Colebrook Farm tenant house is a
completely demolished historic structure and therefore not effected. The rear side of the barn can be viewed
from nearby townhouses, and from the entrance road into the Evian development which is approximately 300
feet away. Views of the barn from the adjacent private golf course are screened by trees.
The primary issue is the solar panel’s impact on the integrity of the Colebrook Barn itself, Site#229a-thru-c. The
building was previously renovated as residential condominiums, and incorporates modern doors, windows,
metal balconies and roof skylights on the rear side. The proposed solar panels will cover nearly the entire center
one-third of the barn’s roof. They are visible from the rear, but not inappropriate. They are also a reversible
installation that can be removed in the future.
Conclusion: No adverse effect was found for the Listed Class I Historic Resources at, Site #229, the Colebrook
Farm, or at Site#230, the site of the demolished Colebrook Farm tenant house. The proposed undertaking is
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consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, and therefore consistent with the
requirements outlined in the Section 325-90, Standards for rehabilitation, of the West Whiteland Township
Zoning Ordinance.
Should you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me at 610-350-9564 or e-mail at
pyocum@chg-inc.com.
Regards,

Philip Yocum, RA, LEED AP
Preservation Architect
cc:

Justin Smiley – WWT
Candice Myruski - CHG

PHOTOSHOP
NTS

WEST WHITELAND TOWNSHIP
HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MINUTES
December 10, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:
TOWNSHIP STAFF:

SUPERVISOR:

Joshua Anderson, Roberta Eckman, John Kabli, Brad Roeder,
Jon Martin, Joe McCormick, and Matthew Morley
John Weller, Director of Planning and Zoning, Justin Smiley, Township
Planner
Phil Yocum and Candice Myruski, Historic Consultants, Commonwealth
Heritage Group
Theresa Santalucia

Historic Preservation Awards Program (Ball and Ball, 463 W. Lincoln Hwy.) - 5:00-7:15 P.M.
I.

Call to Order - Brad Roeder, Chair, called the Business Meeting to order at 7:19 P.M.

II.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.
III.

Old Business
A. Applicant:
Historic Site:
Site Address:
Request:

Ski Properties II LP (Buckman’s Ski Shop)
Site 300, Class II, Thomas Trimble Home
403 N. Pottstown Pk.
Recommendation for land development to allow for the
construction of an 8,280 SF addition to the rear of the existing
historic resource.

Mr. Smiley identified the site and described the request.
Mr. Buckman, owner, and Mr. Meister, architect, presented rendering plans and offered observations of
the construction of the structure.
Phil Yocum and Candice Myruski presented their findings of the field survey they conducted for the history
of the property.
Mr. Yocum also went over his findings regarding his review, which had minimal adverse effects on the
historic resource.
The Commission expressed some concerns concerning the architectural features on the proposed addition
and the color palette to be used. The Applicant said he would address the issues.
The Commission made the following motion with conditions.
Ski Properties II LP Motion: Finding sufficient modification to the addition that mitigates the impact
of the addition on the historic site, the Commission recommends approval of land development to allow
for the construction of an 8,280 SF addition to the rear of the existing historic resource. With the
following conditions:
• The applicant will investigate the use of pilasters on the 1st floor addition
• The applicant will review the color palette of the addition and provide a palette compatible with the
original used on the historic structure.
Approved

7/0

John Kabli/Josh Anderson

Historical Commission
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B. Applicant:
Historic Site:
Site Address:
Request:

ARD Exton Pad, LLC
Site 302, Class I Eligible, former Malvern Bank
109 N. Pottstown Pike, Exton
Recommendation to allow adaptive reuse and expansion of
historic resource.

Mr. Smiley identified the site and described the request for approval to go before the Zoning Board. He
provided details on the three requested variances having to do with parking (stacking at drive thru) and
expansion of an existing non-conforming use.
Michael Gill, representative of the Applicant, presented rendering plans and provided an overview of the
property and the planned reuse of the historic resource.
Mr. Yocum presented his findings regarding his review. He said there were minimal adverse effects on the
historic resource.
The Commission commended the Applicant’s proposed adaptive reuse of the historic resources and was
appreciative of the efforts to preserve the original portion of the building.
The Commission made the following motion.

ARD Exton Pad, LLC Motion: In order to effectively reuse Site 302 (109 N. Pottstown Pk.) the
Commission found that the proposed addition would allow preservation of the historic resource and
had minimal impact on the original sections of the structure. The Historical Commission appreciated
the applicant’s efforts to incorporate the resource in its planned use. The Commission recommended
the Zoning Hearing Board allow the adaptive reuse and expansion of the historic resource as presented.
Approved
IV.

7/0

John Kabli/Josh Anderson

New Business

There was no New Business.
V.

VI.

Approval of the Meeting Minutes
Motion:

To approve the minutes of October 11, 2018. (Kabli/Anderson)

Vote:

Passed, 6-0-1

Historical Commission Concerns
A.

(Brad Roeder abstained as he had not been
in attendance)

Township Update

John Weller provided an update on the proposed Catalyst Outdoor Electronic Billboard and its location at
Lincoln Hwy. and Pottstown Pk.
Bobbie Eckman and Justin Smiley provided an overview of the possible development and preservation of
the Joseph Price House (Whitford Rd. and Clover Mill Rd.). While the plans had not been formally submitted,
the Applicant proposed 52 residential units (Townhomes) on the site and rehabilitation of the Price House.
Matthew Morley gave an overview of early findings for revisions to the Historical Commission in the Zoning
Ordinance. A sub-committee of Bobbie Eckman, Josh Anderson and he, had been reviewing other municipal
ordinances, potential classification changes, and changes to reviews of historical resources within the
Township. He expressed general concerns for Commission to review.
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There was a brief discussion regarding the Commission’s desire to become a Certified Local Governments
(CLG) and seek additional information. Mr. Smiley said he would reach out to the Regional State SHPO
Representative to see if he could attend a future meeting to discuss the process to become a CLG.
The position of Historical Commission secretary will no longer be a paid position. There was a discussion
regarding responsibilities that may need to be integrated into Member responsibilities. Mr. Weller said that
Mr. Smiley would continue to be the Commission’s Liaison and the Township would be hiring a new parttime position that would assist in some Historical Commission duties. Mr. Weller suggested that the
Commission provide Township Staff with a list of items that could be performed by staff to assist the
Commission in future efforts.
The Commission recognized Brad Roeder and thanked him for his service as Member and Chair of the
Commission. He was retiring from the Commission effective December 31, 2018.
VII.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion:

To adjourn the meeting. (Kabli/McCormick)

Vote:

Passed , 7-0

Recording Secretary,
Roberta Eckman
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